
Rep. Garret Graves 
Draft Testimony 

House Committee on Natural Resource Member Day 
6.4.19 

Revenue sharing under the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 

(GOMESA) 

• It is important to note that the efforts and sacrifices of the people of coastal Louisiana 

have paved the way for the economic expansion of this country.  

o Coastal Louisiana leads the nation in waterborne commerce;  

o 60% of U.S. grain ships through our coastal ports;  

o 21% of all commercial fisheries landings by weight from the lower 48 states 

come from our region; 

o 23% of the total U.S. Crude is produced in LA; 
o 18% of US oil supply comes from Port Fourchon; 
o 20% of the nation’s waterborne commerce travels through LA waters; 
o 2 million people live in Coastal Louisiana; 
o 5 million waterfowl depend on Louisiana for habitat; and 
o 60% of the nation’s grain is shipped via the lower Mississippi River. 

• South Louisiana has been sacrificed to accommodate the building of Mississippi River 

levees in the early 20th century and therefore, the rates of subsidence and coastal erosion 

were exponentially advanced. 

• Navigation and commerce throughout the country have been saved, and the positive 

economic impact of this work to the country is immeasurable.  But my district is fighting 

for survival against the impacts of sea-level rise and mismanagement of sediment 

resources. 

• In addition to commerce, the people of south Louisiana has provided the nation and most 

recently the developing world with affordable domestic energy through its service of the 

oil and gas industry.   

• As many of you know, not only are these revenues shared under GOMESA insufficient 

for our state to implement and complete its 50-year Master Plan, they also pale in 

comparison to revenues shared with our onshore producing brothers and sisters. 



• Our ability to work on this coast is threatened by efforts to divert revenues generated off 

our coast to the far reaches of our nation. 

• I ask that before considering any proposals to further expend qualified outer continental 

shelf revenue you consider the survivability of the gulf coast.  

• Many recreational opportunities we enjoy today would not exist without the resilience 

of the Gulf people. 

 
Fisheries Management 

• The Modern Fish Act is historic legislation that was signed into law at the end of 2018. 

• After being relegated to the sidelines for decades while a chosen few enjoyed the bounty 
of Gulf red snapper, grouper, amberjack and other species. 

• The Modern Fish Act opens the door to more locally-driven approaches to fisheries 
management that will grant 11 million recreational anglers that generate $70 billion in 
economic impacts more opportunity to enjoy a treasured public resource. But, there is 
more work to be done  

• As members of this Committee, we should look for creative ways to improve fishery 
management for the recreational sector.  

• Across the world, reefs have been created from oil and gas platforms with the most 
popular location being the Gulf of Mexico. It is estimated that oil and gas platforms 
contribute nearly 30% of the entire Gulf reef habitat. 

• To date, Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi have successfully administered comprehensive 
artificial reef plans that includes a rigs to reefs program—fostering great partnerships 
between the states and industry.  

• I am also committed to solving the mortality rates issue by looking at new technologies, 
like descending devices, that help reduce barotrauma mortality. 

 

 


